
24 November 2015  	
	

Page	1	of	2	
	

     PRESS RELEASE 

Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) providing local 
leadership to respond to child sexual abuse in the family 
 
The Association of Independent LSCB Chairs (AILC) welcomes the report published today 
by the Office of the Children’s Commissioner for England, highlighting the extensive reality of 
child sexual abuse within the family.  ‘Local Safeguarding Children Boards have a key role to 
play in developing local responses to support young people who are victims of this abuse 
and providing independent monitoring of the effectiveness of agency responses’, said David 
N Jones, Chair of the Association. 
 
‘LSCBs have made great progress in developing new ways to support young people who 
have experienced sexual exploitation, building on learning from recent well-publicised 
cases’, David Jones said, ‘and local agencies are already dealing effectively with cases of 
child sexual abuse within the family. 
 
‘However this report from the Children’s Commissioner’s shows that the number of children 
affected is very much higher than previously realised.  The report also makes clear that this 
is a hidden form of abuse’, David Jones continued, ‘usually with no physical signs and only 
subtle changes in behaviour.  It is very difficult to detect without a disclosure.   
 
‘It is therefore essential 1) that the Government legislates to make Personal Social Health & 
Economic Education (PSHE) a mandatory element across the school curriculum in ways 
appropriate to the age of the child, so that young people know how to seek help; 2) that 
teachers in all types of schools, health professionals, youth workers and others in regular 
contact with children have training in the subtle signs of sexual abuse in the family; 3) that 
young people must feel able to seek help - with confidence that they will be respected, and 
4) that guidance about acceptable and unacceptable forms of touch and relationships is 
available to the significant number of parents who clearly need it’, David Jones continued. 
 
‘It is worrying that these new and extensive expectations to provide interventions for a very 
large number of young people and their families come at a time when there is already an 
increase in child protection investigations and evidence of increasing family stress.  Cuts to 
funding of local councils and voluntary organisations and in early help for parents are 
evident all over the country.  The risks involved in this strategy are real and serious and the 
consequences will last for a generation.  We call on the Government and local decision 
makers to think again and to protect essential family support services’, David Jones urged. 
 
‘LSCBs already bring together all the agencies working with families in each locality.  We 
share the commitment to provide a safe environment for all children and young people and 
will work with all agencies to achieve this goal.  The LSCB annual reports will chart progress 
being made.  Above all, those in contact with young people need to ensure that there is a 
supportive and respectful environment, enabling children to seek help when they are being 
abused and responding decisively to ensure they are protected’, David N Jones concluded. 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
For interviews or more information from David N Jones, please email 
chair@lscbchairs.org.uk or phone 07880-209788 
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NOTES FOR EDITORS 
Statutory Local Safeguarding Children Boards bring together the leaders of the agencies working 
with children in every local authority area in England.  There are similar arrangements in Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland.  LSCBs are required to have an Independent Chair and 2 lay 
members who are not employed directly by any of local agencies.  The Lead Member for Children’s 
Services of the local council is a participant observer on the Board.  LSCBs approve local procedures 
for investigations, ensure multi-professional training is provided and scrutinise the effectiveness of the 
local system, including overseeing serious case reviews when needed.  LSCBs have arrangements to 
gather the experience of children and young people and have to be connected to local communities.  
However Boards have no power to insist on action by local agencies.  They need the resources and 
support to perform these functions effectively. 

The Association of Independent LSCB Chairs was formed in 2013 as the national membership 
organisation for Independent Chairs of Local Safeguarding Children Boards, a statutory position. Its 
membership is made up of approximately 100 Independent LSCB Chairs operating across 146 
LSCBs in England (some chair more than one Board). There is collaboration with colleagues from 
equivalent structures in Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. Independent LSCB 
Chairs come from a variety of professional backgrounds including police, social work, law, health and 
public administration.   

ENDS 
 

Read our recent press release on the government’s spending review. 

 

 

 

David N Jones 


