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Presentation Overview

• The Audit Purpose and Process

• Key Findings



• Section 11 of the Children’s Act 2004 and Section 

157/175 of the Education Act 2002 requires the Local 

Authority, maintained schools and other education 

providers (including Independent Schools): 

“shall make arrangements for ensuring that their 

functions relating to [their] conduct are exercised with a 

view to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

children who are pupils at the school”.

Supporting Schools re: Inspection Framework 

September 2015

The Audit Purpose



• 78 question audit document and covering letter sent to state-

funded schools, independent schools, FE colleges, and 

alternate providers in early October 2018

• Audit  focused on safeguarding practice in education settings 

and  local thematic priorities such as Child Sexual 

Exploitation.

• Deadline for returns was set for 31st October 2018.

• The large majority of the responses were received by 

deadline, though there was a need to chase some schools for 

submission. 

• Seven schools who had not submitted despite reminders 

identified for ‘deep dives’, which secured further submissions.

The Audit Process



• A total of 151 audits returned this year 

– Significantly up from the 119 received last year.

• 100% return from state funded schools

– Though one was received too late to be included in the analysis

• Schools from one large academy trust submitted their 

internal federation audit document.

– 100% return of this document

– Not possible to incorporate in the analysis

• 100% return from independent schools

– Though one was received too late to be included in the analysis

The Audit Process



• Very high level of reported compliance with statutory 

requirement relating to employment; training; policy & 

procedures.

• All bar one primary school and one secondary school provision 

had ensured that their Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) had 

received specific DSL training in the last 2 years.

– Followed up with the school and training was booked

• Safeguarding policies reported to include contextual 

information around local thematic priorities

Employment, training & procedures



• Extremism & radicalisation

– 90% report their SLT as having undertaken Prevent training

– 81% report raising awareness with pupils but 18 primary schools state that 

they did not

– Increase in the reported number of referrals in this area (35).

• Gangs & CSE

– Drop in reported SLT attendance as training (71%)

• Gap biggest in primary(23)  and independent (7) schools

– There was also an increase in reported referrals around this area (64).

– Significant number of primary schools (49) report no work in their taught 

curriculum around this area. 

Thematic priorities



• Children missing from home or care

– 99% reported awareness of procedures amongst SLT 

– Slight decline in the number of incidents reported (87)

– 27 primary schools report not covering this theme in their taught 

curriculum

• FGM

– 96% report awareness of FGM awareness and reporting requirements

– Only 55% of primary schools report covering this area in the curriculum

– Seven reported referrals from the audit, four of which came from 

primary schools.

Thematic priorities



• DASV

– Increase reported SLT attendance (85%) for training on this area

– Significant increase in the number of reported referrals to MASH/Early 

Help (223 this year compared to 117 last year)

• Conclusions

– High level of understanding of local thematic priorities and this is 

reflected in local safeguarding practice

– Where there is a gap it is in awareness raising with pupils as part of the 

school curriculum. This was primarily an issue at the primary phase 

Thematic priorities



• Referrals

– Change in the referral pathway to social care with advent of SPOC

– Reported 738 referrals made to SPOC 

• 390 led to social care intervention through MASH (52.8%)

• 161 led to an Early Help intervention (21.8%)

• 182 were judged to need no further action (24.6%)

– MASH:Early Help outcome ratio (71:29 compared to 66:34)

– Only 27% reported social workers provided regular updates

– 81% reported they had used the SPOC consultation line

– Average rating for Early Help was 5, which is the same as last year

– Average rating for MASH was 6, which is also the same as last year

SPOC, MASH & Early Help



• Weapons in schools

– 67 reported incidents involving offensive weapons (up from 54)

– 51 were reported to the police (up from 37)

– Local protocol requires reporting

– All types of settings reported incidents

• Mental health

– 89% reported having access to appropriate mental health support

– A reported 591 referrals made to CAMHS

Recording, monitoring & referrals



• Off-rolling

– 4,257 pupils reported as being removed from roll

• 732 reported referrals to CME

– Pupil movement is a complex area

• DBS disclosures

– 166 reported positive disclosures

– 34% report follow LA policy & 10% report following own policy

Recording, monitoring & referrals



1. Continue undertaking safeguarding deep dives in schools

2. Investigate why some primary schools appear not to have local 

thematic priorities as part of their taught curriculum

3. Investigate the in increase in referrals for DASV

4. Circulate the LA model policy for DBS disclosures

5. Review systems for monitoring pupil off-rolling 

Recommendations


