
DASV BULLETIN 

“For someone who has 

been beaten down for five 

years, just hearing that 

my decision even        

mattered was a big deal. 

The IDVAs were with me 

every step of the way, 

until I left Croydon and 

entered the refuge.” 

 
- Service User August 17 
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Working with Pharmacists 

We are working with all pharmacists in the borough to support 

those whose customers are experiencing DASV. Pharmacists 

are being offered training on how to provide support, what 

questions to ask potential victims, and how to make a referral, 

with a particular focus on looking out for the signs of domestic 

abuse: hear it, see it, suspect it.  

As part of the initiative, pharmacists will be displaying posters that have 

been translated into the top five spoken languages in Croydon, with the 

simple message ‘are you safe?’. 

With 62,000 adults at risk of domestic abuse within the borough, it is 

hoped that by joining forces with local pharmacists we are able to            

further extend domestic support across Croydon. 
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White Ribbon          

Campaign  

The largest global campaign 

of men working to end male 

violence against women. 

 It supports men and boys to 

take a stand against gender 

violence in their workplaces, 

schools, communities and 

families.  

For more information and to 

sign the pledge visit: 

Whiteribboncampaign.co.uk 

31,000 men have already 

signed the pledge 

International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women 

25th November  
 

Why an International Day? 

 Violence against women is a human rights violation and reflects 
the inequalities between men and women  

 Violence against women prevents work in tackling poverty,       
HIV/AIDS, peace and security 

 Dealing with violence against women and girls is hugely              
expensive, in Croydon alone it is estimated that DASV costs 
£101.9million every year 

 It is a global issue 

The 25th November is followed by 16 days of global action to eliminate 
violence against women. 

During this campaign, it is important to remember that men can be  
victims of domestic abuse too. 

“I am now able to stand 

confidently again         

otherwise I was so broken 

as a human just because 

of my husband” 

- Service User, September 17 

Domestic abuse and sexual violence is everybody’s business.    

Anyone can experience DASV. 

If you would like further information for yourself or how to support 

a friend, family member or a client you are working with, do not 

hesitate to contact us: 020 8688 0100 

mailto:Whiteribboncampaign.co.uk


International Facts 

 1 in 3 women worldwide have experienced some form of abuse in their 

lifetime from a sexually intimate partner.  

 Women who have been sexually abused by their partner are twice as   

likely to have an abortion, twice as likely to experience depression and 

1.5 times more likely to acquire HIV.  

 38% of women who are murdered, are murdered by a male intimate    

partner. This is compared to only 6% of all male murder victims.  

 200 million women and girls alive today have undergone female genital 

mutilation, with the majority being cut before the age of 5.  

 Worldwide, 750 million women and girls alive today were married before 

their 18th birthday. In West and Central Africa, 4 in 10 girls were married 

before 18 and 1 in 7 married before the age of 15. 

The campaigns for the International Day focus on the colour orange, to symoblise and promote a bright 

future for all women and girls 

 

“Violence against women 

and girls is a human rights 

violation, public health   

pandemic and serious    

obstacle to sustainable  

development. It imposes 

large-scale costs on      

families, communities and       

economies. The world  

cannot afford to pay this 

price.” 

- Ban Ki-moon,                          

UN Secretary-General 

 



Contact Us 

If you, or someone you know, is affected by family violence, please speak 

up. 

Support is available. Please contact the Family Justice Centre on: 

020 8688 0100  or fjc@croydon.gov.uk  

 

 

Meet Emma Osbourne  

I am the new Volunteer Co-ordinator based at the FJC. Before working at 
the FJC I developed and co-ordinated a similar volunteer project in the 
London borough of Merton. 

I am looking forward to recruiting, training and supporting volunteers who 
will offer emotional and practical support to individuals and families who 
are experiencing domestic violence and abuse to help reduce feelings of 
isolation and to encourage links with other organisations and agencies.  

Practical support may include; helping to settle into a new area,              
establishing local community links, accessing local services, attending 
court or other appointments such as housing, solicitors and health.      
Emotional support may consist of meeting up with a client for a cup of    
coffee or providing a listening ear over the phone.  

Volunteer support offers access to information, advice and options in a    
non-judgemental way whilst emotional support is offered in a positive and 
caring manner.  

For further details please contact: Emma Osbourne   

Direct Line: 020 8688 0100 (Internal 64335)  

Email: Emma.Osbourne@croydon.gov.uk 

 

 

Future  

Newsletters 
 

Please let us know if 

there is anything you 

would like to feature 

within these bi-monthly 

newsletters. 

 

fjc@croydon.gov.uk 

 

The next newsletter 

will be in January 

Holiday Period 

The holiday period can be a particularly difficult time for victims of         

domestic abuse. Financial worries, excessive alcohol drinking and   

spending increased time together can increase the pressures within a 

relationship, however these reasons should not be used as an excuse   

for domestic abuse.  

If you are worried about domestic abuse over the 

holidays, please contact: 

Family Justice Centre:                                         

(closed bank holidays only) 020 8688 0100 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline:                           

0808 2000 247 

In an emergency call the Police on 999 

 
The DASV Tool Kit is a 

resource for any       

professional or      

member of the public 

who is concerned about 

domestic abuse 
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